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soul to bless and to lift the world. Thus every martyr
who dies for truth, every hero who sacrifices his life for
his country, every doctor who loses his life in a combat
•with some terrible disease, every, mother who sacrifices
herself for her child, comes back to earth the richer for the
sacrifice, with those qualities wrought into the soul's very
nature, and reaps the results of the self-sacrifice in greater
power to help.
Then, regarding the first point, i.e., transmission of
qualities, Weissmann has established two fundamental
facts, first the continuity of physical life—and it will be
seen that to be complete it needs the continuity of intellec-
tual and moral life. The reason for the latter along the
Weissmann line is his second fundamental fact that mental
and moral and other acquired qualities are not transferred
to offspring, that they can only be transmitted when they
have worked themselves slowly and by degrees into the
very fabric of the physical body of the people concerned.
Mental and moral qualities not being transmitted, where
can we have the reason for human progress, unless, side
by side with the continuity of protoplasm, we have the
continuity of an evolving, developing soul ? That con-
tinuity of the evolving soul is necessary, also because,
along with the same theory, backed up as it is by facts of
observation, we find that the higher the organism, the
greater the tendency towards sterility or towards a very
great limiting of the number of offspring produced.
In fact, it is becoming almost a commonplace in science
that ^genius is sterile", and by that it is meant that
the genius does not tend in the first place largely to
increase the number of the race, and secondly, that
even where the genius has a child, the child does not
show the qualities of the genius, but for the most part is

